
 

 

 

UK Gov update: 

The UK’s lockdown will continue for at least three more weeks. Foreign Secretary 

Dominic Raab revealed five points to influence the government’s decisions on social 

distancing: Ensuring the NHS can cope, a sustained fall in; 

• daily death rates,  

• reliable data showing decrease in rate of infection,  

• being confident in the range of operational challenges are in hand (such as 

PPE) and  

• being confident any adjustments will not risk a second peak. 

 

On Saturday, Local Government Secretary Robert Jenrick delivered the 

government’s coronavirus briefing, announcing that councils in England are to get an 

extra £1.6bn in funding to help them deal with the pandemic. 

Local Government Association Chairman Cllr James Jamieson commented: “The 

pressures facing councils are significant, wide-ranging and vary from place to place 

and this funding will need to reach all councils. It is good that councils will be able to 

decide locally how best to spend it on the specific pressures they face in their local 

area.” 

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth has asked that there be no gun salutes to mark her 

birthday on Tuesday. It is thought to be the first such request from the Palace in the 

British monarch’s 68-year reign. 

Other developments 

The government pay scheme for workers who are kept on the payroll, despite not 

working due to coronavirus, is set to open for applications today; 

The UK is gearing up to use the blood of coronavirus survivors to treat hospital 

patients ill with the disease. NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) wants people who 

have recovered from Covid-19 to donate blood so they can potentially assess the 

therapy in trials; 

Several European countries including Germany, Poland, Norway, the Czech 

Republic and Albania are beginning to ease their lockdowns; 

France and Spain have both decided against a relaxation of measures at this stage. 

 

Wellbeing 

Some tips for looking after your personal wellbeing while working from home and a 

helpful video for those needing to work and look after your children: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heC0DfPSluY#action=share 

 

For further information and self-isolation advice, visit: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-

response 
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